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Abstract: Architecture is a powerful medium for representing, ordering & classifying 
the world, & understanding the use of space is fundamental to 
archaeological inquiry. Architecture & Order draws on the work of 
archaeologists, social theorists & architects to explore the way in which 
people relate to the architecture which surrounds them. In many societies, 
houses & tombs have encoded cultural meanings & values which are 
invoked & recalled through the practices of daily life. 
 
Chapters include explorations of the early farming eye of Europe, from 
before the use of metals, to the Classical and Medieval worlds of the 
Mediterranean & Europe. Research of the recent past & present include an 
overview of hunter-gatherers' camp organization, a reassessment of the use 
of space amongst the Dogon of West Africa & an examination of mental 
disorders relating to the use of space in Britain. The volume goes beyond 
the implication that culture determines form to develop an approach that 
integrates meaning & practice.

Rapoport – environments are thought before they are built (1980; p. 298) 

Preziosi – we build in order to think and act (1983) 

Winston Churchill – “First we shape our buildings; afterwards our buildings shape us” 

Gregory and Urry – spatial structure is now seen not merely as an arena in which social life unfolds, 
but rather as a medium through which social relations are produced and reproduced (1985:3) 

Eco – architectural discourse can be psychologically persuasive, or experienced inattentively (1980; 
41-42) 

Lefebvre – monumental buildings mask the will to power and the arbitrariness of power beneath 
signs and surfaces which claim to express collective will and collective thought (1991; 143) 

“Determinations of space may have profound effects on other aspects of society and culture. Such 
determinations play a decisive role in the constitution of the world the society inhabits, which would in 
its turn plays a role in the constitution of society” p. 4


